Postdoctoral Scholar Position: Marine Phytoplankton Remote Sensing

Name of College/Department/School/Division: College of Agricultural Sciences - Department
of Botany and Plant Pathology

Location: Oregon State University — Corvallis, Oregon

Open and close dates:
Open: September 1, 2025. Close: October 31, 2025

Preferred position start date:
Early 2026 (but negotiable)

Summary: (1.0 FTE; 12-months) The Behrenfeld lab studies phytoplankton ecology and
physiology using tools ranging from laboratory experiments, field studies, remote sensing,
modeling, and theory. The lab is seeking a postdoctoral scholar to work on merging phytoplankton
ecological theory with NASA Plankton Aerosol Cloud and ocean Ecosystem (PACE) satellite
ocean color observations to develop understanding of phytoplankton community responses to
environmental perturbations.

(see https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0274183, https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-marine-
112122-105229, https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-025-07680-5, https://pace.oceansciences.org/).

The position provides a competitive stipend and health insurance for up to three years, subject to
satisfactory performance (https://gradschool.oregonstate.edu/postdocs).

Required Qualifications:
1. PhD in a life science/computational field, completed by start of position.
2. Demonstrated productivity, capacity for independent research, and intellectual creativity.
3. Be eligible for postdoctoral scholar support at OSU (see
https://gradschool.oregonstate.edu/postdocs/appointment-and-recruitment).

Preferred Qualifications:
1. Research experience in plankton ecology, phytoplankton physiology, bio-optics, satellite
remote sensing, numerical modeling, biodiversity theory.
2. Research experience involving computer programming and analysis of large data sets.
3. Excellent oral and written communication skills.

Application Process: Please provide a single PDF (include your surname and first initial in the
file name) that includes a 1-page cover letter, a full CV, and names and contact information for
three references. Applications and inquiries may be sent by email with subject line “PD scholar”
to:

Michael Behrenfeld

Department of Botany and Plant Pathology
Oregon State University

Corvallis, OR 97331

(541) 737-5289
Michael.Behrenfeld@oregonstate.edu




