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Postdoctoral scholar position for pre- and postharvest management practices for sustainable production of berries
Department of Food Science and Technology and USDA-ARS,
Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR
Position:
A full-time (1.0 FTE), 12-month Postdoctoral Scholar position located in the Department of Food Science and Technology (FST) and USDA-ARS at Oregon State University (OSU), Corvallis, Oregon. The position is funded by the USDA-ARS and mentored by Dr. Si Hong Park in FST and USDA-ARS principal researchers (Drs. David Bryla and Michael Hardigan). The position is renewable annually on a fiscal year basis for up to three years. The reappointment is at the discretion of the principal investigators and the OSU Office of Postdoctoral Program.
Responsibilities:
· Design and conduct field and postharvest experiments evaluating berry fruit quality and shelf life across Washington and Oregon.
· Assess the effects of preharvest water status, packaging technologies, plant growth regulators, edible coatings, and biological control agents.
· Collect and analyze fruit quality, postharvest performance, and consumer acceptance data following cold storage and simulated shipping.
· Perform statistical analyses and synthesize results to address berry industry priorities.
· Collaborate with multidisciplinary research teams and disseminate findings through publications and presentations.
· Prepare research manuscripts for peer-reviewed journal publications and assist in preparation of grant proposals for developing extramural funds.
· Assist in the training of graduate and undergraduate students in research methods, instrument applications, and testing procedures.

Qualifications Required:
· Ph.D. in food science, horticulture, plant and crop sciences, agriculture or a closely related field with demonstrated experience and expertise in pre- and postharvest management practices for sustainable production and marketing of berries
· Demonstrated experience with field and/or postharvest experiments involving fruit quality, storage, or shelf-life assessment.
· Strong quantitative and analytical skills, including experience with statistical analysis and experimental design.
· Ability to work independently and collaboratively in multidisciplinary research teams and across multiple field sites.
· Excellent written and verbal communication skills, with the ability to prepare scientific manuscripts and present research findings.
Preferred:
· Experience working with small fruit crops, particularly blueberries, in field and/or postharvest research settings.
· Familiarity with preharvest water management, postharvest handling, controlled or modified atmosphere packaging, or cold storage systems.
· Experience with plant growth regulators, edible coatings, or biological control agents in horticultural crops.
· Background in sensory evaluation or consumer acceptance testing of fresh produce.
· Demonstrated ability to engage with industry stakeholders and contribute to extension or outreach activities.

Salary and Benefits: Stipends and benefits are provided in accordance with OSU’s postdoctoral scholar 
policies: http://gradschool.oregonstate.edu/postdocs.

Position Available: April. 1, 2026 (or as negotiated)

Application: For full consideration, apply by Feb. 22, 2026. Applicants must send: (1) a cover letter of application to describe academic experience, qualification and interest in the position; (2) curriculum vitae; (3) names, addresses, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses of three professional references
Application materials should be sent to: Dr. Si Hong Park (sihong.park@oregonstate.edu); We are an Equal Opportunity Employer, including disability, protected veteran, and other protected status.
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