Post-Doctoral Scholar Position:
Social & Policy Dimensions of Grid-Scale Battery Siting

with the School of Public Policy, Sociology Program
and
Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon
Position: 
Oregon State University is recruiting a post-doctoral scholar to support social science research on social & policy dimensions of utility-scale battery energy storage facility siting. Specifically, we are recruiting a post-doc to support a multi-institution project funded by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation examining battery energy storage siting across nine communities in Oregon, California, and Idaho. We are seeking an individual with a social science background experienced in qualitative modes of inquiry and who is comfortable interacting with a variety of groups. The candidate must be willing to travel to research sites several times.

Responsibilities: 
The successful applicant will:
• Work with PIs to research and select case study sites 
• Develop interview protocols and recruit human subjects 
• Conduct in-depth, semi-structured qualitative interviews with community groups, stakeholder groups, and developers
• Lead analysis of interview data
• Disseminate research findings through high-impact research journals and academic conferences.
• Attend regular research meetings, with OSU team as well as PIs at various institutions

Required Qualifications:
• Ph.D. in a social science discipline, such as sociology, geography, policy, or an interdisciplinary degree with a strong social science emphasis.
• Expertise in qualitative research methods, especially interview data collection and analysis
• Track-record of independent research, critical thinking, and successful academic publications
• Ability to relocate to Corvallis, Oregon, for at least the first year of the postdoc, with possibility to locate proximate to one of our research institutional partners in California, Washington, or Idaho. 

Preferred Qualifications:
• Knowledge of commercial-scale energy systems and energy policy
• Spanish language proficiency

Position available: June 1, 2026

This is a full-time, 12-month (with option of additional 12-month renewal) Postdoctoral Scholar position, located at Oregon State University in Corvallis, Oregon. Oregon is a beautiful state in the U.S. with access to the ocean and the mountains. Oregon State University has strong programs in both coastal and ocean engineering as well as oceanography. Oregon State University is an Equal Opportunity Employer, including disability, protected veteran, and other protected status.


Stipend and benefits conform with postdoctoral scholar standards at Oregon State. More information about postdoctoral scholar appointments at Oregon State can be found at 
http://gradschool.oregonstate.edu/postdocs	
    
Application: 
Position is open until filled. 

Applicants must send the following documents in a single PDF file (Word documents will not be opened) to the contact listed below:
• A detailed CV
• A two-page statement describing your background and how you meet the qualifications for the advertised position
• Contact information for three references

The subject line of your email should contain the following text: “Post-doctoral scholar in Social & Policy Dimensions of Grid-Scale Battery Siting (your last name).” Please note that only candidates that meet the required skills and expertise will be contacted.  
Contact:
Shawn Hazboun
Associate Professor, School of Public Policy – Sociology Program
Oregon State University
Corvallis, Oregon, USA
Email: shawn.hazboun@oregonstate.edu
